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September 20th, 2017 
 
To:  My loyal campaign supporters, contributors, friends (old and new), volunteers, voters and my family 
 
 
 
Dear All,  
 

With immense gratitude, I write to thank you my loyal supporters, friends (old and new), volunteers, voters, and my 
family, who generously contributed your monies, talent, time and resources to the campaign. Big or small, it was your 
support that kept us going until the end. I am deeply moved by the expression of confidence by all of you; none of this would 
have been possible without your support. I appreciate you all very much!  

To my neighbors, residents of the 4th City Council district, I thank you for honoring me with your vote on Primary 
Day. During this journey, I enjoyed connecting with voters and engaging you all in the political process. You took the time to 
share with me your ideas, concerns and your aspirations and I sincerely appreciate your willingness to discuss what really 
matters to you. 

I thank you for all your unselfish support, from the contributors to the team, the volunteers, the phone bankers, the 
computer wizards, artists, the boots on the ground, the web managers, and the citizens who voted with their conscience 
instead of following without reason. These are the people that made this campaign a success, regardless of the 
outcome. We all worked with direction, in a most individual manner, each giving their strengths and supporting each other in 
a way I have not seen before in a campaign. Without naming hundreds, as each of you know who you are, I acknowledge 
everyone here.  

I thank you for all the points of advice, the thank you notes, the great messages and calls related to “our cause". It 
was so uplifting during these difficult times to know not one came with a statement of regret. Instead of feelings of 
unhappiness with the results, each supporter felt their vote had “meaning”. I believe this will truly have a direct impact on 
future elections. I will always remember how you’ve made this loss wonderful by taking away the sting of failure and bringing 
smiles to our team when reminded of the beauty represented in the unique ways of our campaign. 

Considering that our district is home to the crossroads of the world, Times Square and the United Nations, which 
brands our city as the “Capital of the World” and our country as the “Leader of the Free", the voting turnout was dismal. 
Less than 9,900 of more than 55,000 democratic voters came out to cast their vote. To those of you that helped me in our 
GOTV efforts, I thank you for never turning away from an apathetic voter. We made sure to address the challenge by 
informing people about elections and the importance of their vote this time around.  I love a challenge, and this one of 
course was so much more special.   

As an independent candidate, I did not enjoy many of the insurmountable monetary benefits my colleagues in the 
race did. I am proud to have been able to deliver our message to all voters; in spite of working on a shoe-string budget of 
under $30,000 with zero public funding, all against over a million dollars, spent by the winner and his 
supporters. Nevertheless, my team and I pushed on to continue our fight for the issues that matter most to you and I am 
proud to have worked hard and enjoyed a great response. 

Although the results are not in our favor, there is no shame in defeat, as we have won in defeat.  In the past few 
days, I was able to reflect what went right, what went wrong, why I decided to get into politics in the first place and learned 
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the importance of having you by the sidelines. I know in the following weeks and months, we will find the right lessons from 
defeat and find in it the many ways we can assure a win for our community.  

As for all 8 other candidates, myself included, we must accept this result and look to the future, and assure that the 
best one wins in November and that he or she serves us all equally in the next four years.  I thank you all for the challenge 
and for the message I have been able to leave behind: to dream and dare. 

I am proud of the vision and values we fought for and know that in this process, we worked together toward a 
worthwhile goal.  Although defeated this time around, I can proudly say that I have achieved my American Dream and 
shattered the glass ceiling, by becoming the first to run for this position in our district. And I have learned that “The credit 
belongs to the man in the arena…daring greatly…”-Theodore Roosevelt.  

Fresh wounds are painful and will be for a while; however please know that this was about us, not me, it was about 
our district and building a city we love, to be an inclusive community. As we accept the results and move into the future, with 
much uncertainty as a deeply divided nation, please join me in believing “Si se puede”. 

I entered the race, believing myself to be the most formidable candidate that could best represent your interests, 
and the one to beat the Republican challenger. This year in particular, we stand to lose so many female city council 
members, leaving women under represented in the city council. Despite all challenges faced, we built this all inclusive, 
diverse, creative, vast and energized campaign together. I am proud and grateful for all over your help, as you represent the 
best of our amazing city; being your candidate has truly been one of the greatest honors of my life.  

In the short 8 months since launching the campaign, we brought together thousands of people from every corner of 
the district to say with one voice that we believe the American dream is big enough for everyone, for people of all races and 
religions, for men and women, for immigrants, for all genders and for people with disabilities. Please know that with your 
support, in addition to delivering our message to the voters, the campaign successfully: 

         conducted an “internship” program, with students from Baruch College, Philadelphia University and Saint John’s 
University. Unique in its form, the students “owned” each and every part of the project they’ve worked on, exposing the 
students to the “real time” experiences of the campaign. Those graduating moved onto to “real jobs” some landing the NYC 
Office of Emergency Management, Amnesty International and another became an Architect Associate at a local MWBE firm 
in New York City. Others landed internships with the New York Court’s; 

         conducted a voter registration drive for those less than 21 years old; being that less than 1% of the voter block is under 
the age of 21; 

         conducted a “Preserving our Neighbors” program, enabled to stop “wrongful evictions” and securing stays for their 
already scheduled “evictions”, and “rent freezes” through their applications to the SCRIE and DRIE programs; and, together 
stirred the pot, yes the melting pot, for the first time this district had an immigrant running for office.           

Now, our effort cannot be taken for granted nor minimized by political pundits; the mark we have left with our hard 
work will not let that happen. As we continue to demonstrate good politics by both our actions and our words, I would like to 
congratulate the democratic nominee, Keith Powers; I wish him the best, and pray that when successful in the General 
Election, he will address all the issues that affect our district and inclusively represent us 
all.                                                           

I hope the crack made on the glass ceiling, this time around, will allow the air of opportunity for other immigrants, 
women of color, and those from the working class to come and shatter it. Always remembering that we are valuable and the 
opportunity to pursue and achieve the American Dream is for us all! 

I look forward to a future that brings us together in a similar but new adventure. I wish you all the best, and hope 
that we can continue what we have attempted, as the possibilities are endless. 
 

In deep gratitude, 

 
Maria 

 
PS:  Now that I am no longer campaigning, please remember I am only a phone call away! 
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